  

NEWTOWN HIGH SCHOOL
INFORMATION ABOUT ADVANCED PLACEMENT
 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor of secondary schools, colleges, and the College Board. The AP Program provides course descriptions and teaching materials as well as examinations based on those descriptions in many academic areas. AP courses provide college level work for highly motivated and talented high school students. Many colleges, but not all, grant credit and placement automatically for qualifying work on the examinations; some grant either placement only or credit only. 
 

· Each AP course is equivalent to a college course, with comparable workload and expectations. 
· Students taking an AP course must accept responsibility for meeting high academic standards and maintaining a strong, positive work ethic. 

· Although taking a course at the AP level can be extremely challenging, it is also most exciting and rewarding. 

· AP students are expected to take the AP examination in May. The fee for taking the exam is paid by the student. Assistance is available to students for whom paying the fee presents a hardship. If assistance is needed, please let the guidance counselor know. 

· Students may take an AP exam without taking the AP course. 

· Students must score 3 out of a possible 5 on the AP exam to be eligible for college credit or advanced placement at the college level. Some colleges require a minimum score of 4 or 5 for credit and not all colleges offer credit. The student should check the policy of the colleges to which she or he is applying. 

· Students in some AP courses are required to complete a substantial course-specific summer assignment (see below for details).
· Once school begins in the fall, closed classes may make it impossible to move a student from AP to a course at another level. 

· AP science courses include required laboratory activities that can take multiple days and involve complex apparatus.  Students who miss them cannot expect to make them up outside of class.
 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS--AP courses that require a summer assignment are listed below:
· Students signing up for AP United States History will be required to attend a mandatory meeting in May.  At this meeting students will take a practice test that will be the basis for their summer assignments.  Summer assignments and textbooks will be handed out at that time.
· Students signing up for AP Government & Politics will be required to meet with the teacher in May to receive their summer assignments.
· Students signing up for AP Economics will be required to complete a summer assignment.  The assignment will be available from Mrs. Kiely in the Social Studies Office on June 1st. 

· Students signing up for AP English Language & Composition or AP English Literature & Composition will be required to complete a summer assignment. The assignment will be available from Ms. Villodas in the English Office on June 1st.
· Students signing up for AP Calculus BC will be required to complete a summer assignment that will be available after June 1st from Mrs. Sherman in the Math Office.
· Students signing up for AP Chemistry or AP Environmental Science will be required to complete a summer assignment.  The assignments, as well the textbooks, will be available from Mr. Canfield or Mrs. Baumgartner, respectively, in the Science Office after June 1st.
· Students signing up for AP Biology must see Mrs. McConnell (Room A208) to get their textbooks and any additional course information.
· Students signing up for AP Physics B or AP Physics C need to see Mrs. Lowell (Room P012) between June 1st and June 10th (she is leaving June 11 to grade AP exams) to get their textbooks and a Webassign summer assignment.
